THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 





TES 
-_—-——_—__ 


Vor. VII.] Saturday, October 7, 1820. [No. XI. 











Miscellanp. 


DR. GRIFFIN’S SPEECH DELIVERED AT THE FOURTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


In presenting to our readers a speech which electrified, delighted, and 
instructed the annual assemblage of the American Bible Society, we may 
be allowed to add our acknowledgements to the reverend author for the 
favour of exiending its usefulness by giving it a place in our work. 


In seconding the motion which has been made by my honour- 
able friend* with so’much effect, permit me, Sir, to call your at- 
tention, and that of the members of this assembly, somewhat fur- 
ther to the great object of our present meeting. 

It is impossible to suppress feelings which are excited by see- 
ing so many persons distinguished by their station, their talents, 
and their learning, uniting in this sublime attempt to diffuse the 
sacred Scriptures. I am one of those who watched with interest the 
formation of this magnificent institution, and all the preliminary 
steps which led to that memorable event. [ heard the shout which 
confirmed the constitution,—a moment not soon to be forgotten. 
And I can truly say, that each returning anniversary not only 
sustains but increases the interest first excited. It isnot an in- 
stitution whose power over the mind can be worn out with no- 
velty ; but as it holds its august march, it must awaken more and 
more the joy, the zeal, the admiration, of all who are interested 
in the happiness of the world or the glory of its Author. Was 
there nothing to excite our joy on this occasion but that union 
which is formed between brethren of different names, it would be 
a scene to awaken the finest feelings of the soul: a union, which, 
while it leaves to every man the undisturbed possession of his own 
opinions, tends to cherish the best affections of the heart, and to 
de..oy the very-worst that ever associated themselves with reli- 
gion,—I mean a proud and selfish bigotry. In this matter both we 
and our fathers have greatly erred. We never knew, till the age of 
Bible societies revealed it, how much of selfishness lay concealed 
under that party spirit which had been baptised by the name 
of zeal for the truth. It appeared in the mask of an angel of 
light, but it had a demon’s heart. It caught men on that side 


* The Hon. Roger Mixor Saerman, of Connecticut, who moved a resolution ex- 
pressing the thanks of the meeting to those societies and individuals who, since the 
last anniversary, had made their pastors members of the society for life. 
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where they had the least suspicion of wrong, but under a sancti- 
monious front it covered the most contracted and ignoble pas- 
sions of a fallen nature. J hail this dawn of more enlightened 
and expanded views: and if on this side of heaven I would seek 
for a banquet of the soul, it should be in that brotherly love which 
this scene presents. | 

Sir, | congratulate you that we are suffered to live in such a 
day as this. A giory has been reserved for these times greater 
than that of the Augustine age. I speak not of the march of civil 
liberty ; 1 speak not of the prodigious inventions which distin- 
guish the period; I allude not to the great advances made in 
those physical sciences which subserve the useful arts: ] mean 
the far greater glory of those splendid plans of benevolence 
which mark the present age: 1 mean especially the glory of the 
age concerned in giving the Bible to the world. ‘This is the 
sublimest of all charities. If we regard only its bearing on the 
order of society, in what way can we se largely contribute to the 
temporal comfort of mankind? Take the map of the world, and 
encircle with your pencil those countries where woman is not a 
prisoner or a slave, where life and property are secured by any 
thing like a well regulated police, where civilized manners have 
obtained, and general science has burst the fetters of the mind; 
and you will enclose precisely those regions on which the rays of 
revelation shine. ‘The boundary of light is the pale of Christen- 
dom. In sending forth the Bible you open the flood gates of every 
thing which can bless mankind, and not only pour a mighty river 
through the arid regions, but by ten thousand courses lead out a 
streamlet to water every plant. Speak you of griefs? it is sooth- 
ing the troubled heart with the only consolation which sorrow 
knows. Speak you of maladies? it is extending the only medi- 
cine to the great lazar-house of the world. Speak you of the 
deathless soul? it is changing the condition of millions from an 
eternal prison to an immortal throne. This is the cause which 
involves all the happiness and hopes of men. It involves the 
great interest of infinite wisdom and benevolence. It is the 
cause of the universe. The happiness of all worlds is staked on 
those vast exhibitions of God that are made in the plan of redemp- 
tion which the Gospel reveals. Spread that Gospel before every 
eye if you would fill the earth with the glory of God. In every 
point of view this is the greatest and most momentous cause that 
ever engaged the attention of men or angels. The Bible soci- 
eties which ennoble the present age, breathe the very spirit of 
the heavens. They breathe the very spirit of the angelic choir 
which broke the midnight stillness over the plains of Bethlehem. 
They are acting over again the scene of Pentecost. For if they 
cannot confer on modern missionaries the gift of tongues, they 
put into their hands the numerous translations of the Scriptures, 
and thus enable them to proclaim to all nations, in the language 
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of each, the wonderful works of God. And if in a superior state 
of existence, it shall be our happy employment to convey to other 
orders of creatures a laiosslodie of God, even that sublime 
course, * high in salvation and the realms of bliss,’’ will be only 
pursuing in a wider sphere the plan of the Bible societies. If 
the eye of an Isaiah, looking out of distant antiquity, could have 
seen this day, when the Scriptures which he helped to proclaim 
are carried to the nations by the united labour of legislators, pre- 
lates, and princes, how great would have been his joy. 

Did I hear one say, there is no need? Why then did the 
trumpet of Isaiah sound? and why the tones of David’s harp? 
If there is no need to send the Scriptures to the heathen, why 
were prophets inspired to give them to us? But if these sacred 
records have shed the light of heaven around our feet, if they 
have transfused their consolations into our hearts, and. planted 
their promises underneath our hopes, are we not bound by every 
principle of gratitude to extend them to others ? 

It is interesting to trace the causes which have roused the 
world to this great career. Among the events fixed in ancient 
prophecy, which were to “repay recompense to the islands,’ 
(or to the countries beyond the Mediterranean from Judea,) and 
bring on a day when they should “fear the name of the Lord 
from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun;?? among 
those events, it was long ago predicted, with an eye upon the 
present day, that “when the enemy”? should “come in like a 
flood, the Spirit of the Lord” would “ lift up a standard against 
him.”’* And it is a memorable fact that out of the heavings of 
Europe, agitated by the storms of infidelity, the whole commu- 
nity of Bible societies have arisen. ‘The greatest effort ever 
made to destroy the Bible, has been followed by a union of na- 
tions to give the Bible to the world. Nor is this order of events 
merely providential ; the Spirit of God has moved in a line with 
second causes. The zeal for the Bible has been roused by the 
zeal manifested for itsdestruction. Kings have come down from 
their thrones to aid the sacred cause, because they saw that the 
order and happiness of society restedon the Bible. Greece and 
Rome could preserve the frame of society without the Bible, for 
they had the aid of another religion. But it is too late for the 
nauions of Christendom to go back to the mythology of the hea- 
then. If they give up the Bible they must do without any reli- 
gion,—any thing torestrain the selfish passions of men, any thing 
to sooth the anguished mind in adversity, any thing to cast a ray 
of light upon the darkness of the grave; and if in righteous judg- 
ment the conscience is left sufficiently seared, nothing remains 
but the dark and gloomy profound of atheism. ‘The nations of 
Europe have seen a short and partial experiment of what the 
world would do without the Bible, in the French revolution. 

* Isaiah lix: 18, 19. 





324 Dr. Griffin’s Speech. 


They have gathered around the tremendous crater, and looked 
down into the boiling deep, and seen all the materials of hell pre- 
paring to be disgorged upon the world. They have fled back 
from the bellowings of the mountain, and lifted up their hands to 
the God of the Bible. 

After the plains of Europe have for more than twenty sum- 
mers been drenched in blood, the storm of war has been suspend- 
ed, the bars to mutual intercourse among the nations removed, 
and leisure given to pursue the works of benevolence; as if on 
purpose to open the way for that splendid career of mercy which 
has followed. ‘This syncope in the throes of a convulsed world, 
has been improved to send out the heralds of peace, and to scat- 
ter the records of salvation in every language of Europe. Where 
the fiend of war had fixed deep his fangs, there the Gospel has 
been sent to bind up the bleeding wounds. I envy not the tem- 
perament of that man who can contemplate these events without 
gratitude, joy, and admiration. 

But, Sir, though much has been accomplished, much more re- 
mains to be done. From the animating accounts which come in 
from different quarters, one might be led to imagine that the world 
will soon be inundated with Bibles. But alas the prospect is 
very different. As glorious as the exertions have been, they 
have as yet scarcely made an impression on the mighty mass, 
and unless they are doubled many times, will never supply the 
wants of the world. If we increase our efforts, and call into ac- 
tion all the resources and energies which can be commanded, 
they will still be too small. Dr. Paterson, after devoting several 
years to the Bible cause in the north of Europe, tells us that fif- 
teen millions of Bibles are wanting to furnish one to a family 
throughout Denmark, Sweden, and European Russia.* He tells 
us also that the Russian Bible Society has made arrangements to 
issue a hundred thousand copies a year.}. Say then, for the sake 
of argument, that this august institution is occupied, exclusively 
and without an ally, with the north of Europe, and it could not 
put a single Bible into every house under a century and a half; 
and by that time, allowing a Bible to last thirty years, four-fifths 
of the supply would be worn out. It could never overtake the 
demand. It must increase its issues five-fold to supply every 
family in those countries in thirty vears ; and then, the first edi- 
tion being worn out, it must go over the same ground again: and 
thus it must continue to issue 500,000 copies a year to the end of 
the world, to supply only those families which are now destitute 
with one copy toa family. Let all the families which are now 
supplied, and all the increase of population, continue to be fur- 
nished from other quarters, and it would require five such socie- 
ties as that at Petersburg, in constant operation to the end of the 
world, to supply Denmark, Sweden, and European Russia with 
only one Bible toa family. 

* Church Missionary Register for 1817, p. 290. + Ibid, p. 291. 
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When we contemplate the prodigious operations of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, we are ready to conclude that the 
famine of the word of God must quickly cease throughout the 
world. But I have seen a printed calculation in which it is stated, 
that if that society were to distribute as many copies every year 
as they did the first twelve years together, (that 1s, considerably 
more than a million and a half a year,) it would still take them 
four centuries to furnish every individual on earth with a Bible, 
allowing the countries already Christian to be supplied from 
other quarters. But this writer makes no account of the wear of 
books, and he calculates on six hundred and seventy millions of 
pagans and Mahometans. Let us speak within bounds. Let us 
suppose only five hundred and sixty millions, including Mahome- 
tans and pagans, and the benighted Christians who are scattered 
among them; which is the lowest calculation. Let us suppose 
a Bible to last thirty years, which is supposing too much. Let 
us assume that all Christendom is supplied from other quarters ; 
and you know that all the Bible societies in Europe and Ameri- 
ca have hitherto been chiefly occupied with Christian countries, 
and have scarcely made an impression upon them as yet. Let 
all this be supposed, and then a society which should issue as 
many copies a year as the British and Foreign Bible Society did 
the first twelve years together, must be exerted to the end of the 
world to keep up a supply for only fifty millions of persons ; and 
eleven such societies, and even larger than this, cach pouring out 
seventeen hundred thousand copies a year, must be in operation 
to the end of the world, to provide for the wants of all, without 
making any allowance for the increase of population. With all 
the labours of sixteen years therefore, scarcely a beginning has 
yet been made. 

The American Bible Society, in point of present importance, 
is the third, if not the second institution of the kind on earth, and 
in its future progress it may probably become the first, It is des- 
tined to bless a whole continent. Mexico and South America, 
which are manifestly placed by the God of providence within 
its jurisdiction, ought soon to feel its reviving influence. In 
those countries, where the Scriptures have been locked up from 
the common people, few copies are found, and the wants are 
scarcely less than in the heathen world. I hope the time is not 
far distant when we shall penetrate every part of those interest- 
ing regions with the Spanish and Portuguese Scriptures, and sti- 
mulate the people to help themselves, and never rest till we sec 
a Bible Society for South America, established and in full opera- 
tion on their own soil. 

But when we view our society in connexion with the sublime 
prospects of these United States, its future influence and splen- 
dour outstrip the widest ranges of thought. The salubrity of our 
climate, the fertility of the soil, the extent of the country, the dis- 
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tance at which we are placed from hostile nations, the freedom of 
the government, the morality of the people, and the blessing of 
God, have all united to give to our population a rapidity of in- 
crease, and a prospect of increase, which, taken together, are 
without a parallel on earth. Let us multiply as rapidly for se- 
venty years to come as we have for seventy years past, and we 
shall amount to more than eighty millions; in ninety years, to 
a hundred and sixty millions; in a- hundred and thirty five 
years, to six hundredand forty millions. As things are now pro- 
ceeding, we shall soon become one quarter of the population of 
the globe. Whatever character is impressed on this immense 
mass, is given to one quarter of the human race. If you leave 
them without a Bible and without a sabbath, one quarter of the 
human race will be sabbath-breakers and infidels, and grossly 
wicked and ignorant, and unsusceptible of the blessings of a free 
government. Every friend to the reformation and happiness of 
the world, must look with great anxiety on the character to be 
imparted to the inhabitants of these States. Fill this land with 
the light and spirit of the Bible, and you do more to reform the 
world, to give stability to the institutions of society, to send 
out a mighty example of freedom and justice into the courts of 
princes and the dungeons of the inquisition, than any language 
can adequately express. And yet the difficulty of accomplish- 
ing all this, on acceunt of the rapid increase of our numbers, is 
immense and appalling. Our population is fast outgrowing our 
institutions. This is true to such an extent that it will require 
the most strenuous and unremitted exertions, continued and in- 
creased beyond any thing that we have anticipated, to sup- 
ply our people with the institutions of religion, and particularly 
with Bibles. Admit that we have now a population of ten mil- 
lions, and that one half of that number are supplied with Bibles. 
This is supposing enough. There are large districts of our coun- 
try with scarcely a Bible inthem. There are hundreds and thou- 
sands of families destitute in parts where you would little expect 
it. How many houses even in this city, over whose threshold 
the word of God never passed. But say that one half of the 
people are supplied; and that a Bible will last thirty years. Al- 
low that our population continues to double once in twenty-two 
years and a half, as it did for sixty years before the last census. 
Admit, for the sake of simplifying the calculation, that all the 
biblical printing in our country is engrossed by this society, 
(which is likely to prove very nearly the case,) and reckon our 
present issues at fifty thousand copies a year. Then, to furnish 
every individual in the United States with a Bible, our issues for 
the first twenty-two years and a half from the present time, ought 
to average above eight hundred and thirty thousand copies a 
ycar,—more than sixteen times our present number: in the se- 
cond period of twenty-two years and a half, they ought to ave- 
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rage near fourteen hundred thousand copies a year; in the third 
equal period, near twenty-nine hundred thousand; in the fourth 
period, (which ends this century and runs into the next,) more 
than fifty-seven hundred thousand. But as the issues will need to 
be greater in the latter than in the former part of each period, 
by the year 1895 they ought to amount to more than sixty-two 
hundred thousand. ‘Thus before the close of this century, ac- 
cording to these data, our issues ought to amount to more than 
a biecloal and twenty times our present number, and the de- 
mand continually increasing without end. And all this to sup- 
ply only the inhabitants of these States. Now look to South 
America and to the islands, and what a work is before us. What 
a call for the exertion of every faculty, and for the consecration 
of every cent. The day for sleep is past; the day for avarice 
to hoard, and to harden itself against the miseries of man. The 
time has come when wouivEss To THE Lorp should be written on 
all our powers and on all our possessions ; when the people of 
these States should arise as one man, to a mighty and continued 
effort, and never rest till they have lodged a Bible in every house 
from Canada to Cape Horn. 

And they will arise. The harp of prophecy has announced it. 
A little while and those scenes shall be displayed which glowed 
under the pencil of enraptured seers. Not always shall wealth 
be regarded chiefly as the means of power and pleasure ; but the 
rich shall account it the highest happiness of their distinction, 
that they have something to give to him who created and redeem- 
ed them. We, or if not we our posterity, will regard the silver 
and the gold as the Lord’s, and will cast into his treasury such 
offerings as past ages never witnessed. ‘The rich shall brin 
their thousands, and the poor their willing mite. The gold of 
Ophir and the topaz of Ethiopia shall be brought; the flocks of 
Kedar and the rams of Nebaioth shall be devoted. The Bible 
shall have dominion over the world; a dominion more extensive 
than that of Alexander, and more benignant than that of Alfred. 
Under its holy and pacific reign, ‘ officers shall be peace’’ and 
“ exacters righteousness.”’? ‘‘ Violence shall no more be heard”? 
in the land, “wasting nor destruction”? within its borders. 
‘They shall beat their swords into plough-shares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”? ‘“ The wolf also 
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid, and the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling together, and 
a little child shall lead them.’’ You, Sir, will see it, but not here. 
That morning shall chase the darkness from a thousand lands. 
The day shall pour its radiance into the cells of Hindoo super- 
stition, and into the midnight of poor unpitied Africa. The light, 
breaking from Mount Zion, shall glance from the Appennines to 
the Andes, and thaw and irradiate the poles. ‘‘ The light of the 
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moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun 
shall be seven-fold as the light of seven days ;”? and “ the earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea.’?’ Every man shall then possess a Bible, 
and every man shall press the Bible to his heart. Then shall be 
known the mighty work which the word of God was sent on earth 
to accomplish, and the prodigious influence on the happiness of 
men which it exerted. Then may you see the work of Bible 
societies lying finished by their side. And when this glorious 
consummation of their labours shall appear, then may they come 
in and meet in a common centre, from America, and Russia, and 
a and the Southern Islands, and sing their triumphs on Mount 
ion. 


To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 
‘ “A SLAVE HOLDER” IN ANSWER TO “ CLERICUS.” 
IR— 

Last Sabbath morning when my slaves were dressing with ruf- 
fles and fashionable hats, I tied to persuade them to go to a meet- 
ing a mile distant, where | know aminister is accustomed to 
preach Jesus and him crucified, and who, from a conviction that 
his Master’s kingdom is not of this world, is averse to bringing 
any terrestrial polity into the pulpit: but I could not succeed ; 
they would rather go eight miles to hear a negro preacher and 
meet a negro congregation, where no white persons attended, 
and where, of course, they had no bench behind for themselves, 
nor part of a gallery, but the whole house. 1 did not like it, re- 
membering that a few years ago Christian masters, near Cam- 
den in South Carolina, had permitted such congregations to meet 
until a conspiracy was ready to break out. But | left them to 
their choice, although not without serious reflection and uneasi- 
ness for the future. 

On the next post day I received your Herald of August 5th, 
which contains ** Clerveus’s’? answer to my last communication, 
and you will see, of course, that | was not prepared to admit what 
he says :—‘* facts do not justify”’ “ having separate churches for 
slaves.”? It however afforded me some pleasure to find that the 
subject has excited attention, and | am confident that my Rev. 
friend ** Clericus”’ will unite in opinion with me, that before the 
Lord will be successfully implored for direction in such an im- 
portant cause, we should walk very circumspectly, as fearing to 
tread upon nettles. 

I am exceedingly glad to learn from “ Clericus” that“ great 
numbers fof blacks] do in fact belong, as communicants, to the 
different churches throughout the south ;” .but it is owned that 
there is a line of distinction at the celebration of the Lord’s sup- 
per, between the black and white throughout the land, whether 
the former are free or not. Is it not far better then, that they 
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have their worship entirely to themselves, in a separate church 
and under the charge of their own minister ? 

In cities, and many parts of the states, blacks can appear de- 
cently dressed in churches—but where are the hundreds of plan- 
tation negroes and children ?—can they go to churches ?—ought 
they not to be visited and shown the road to heaven? Give me 
leave to offer some reasons why I prefer a different plan from 
that of a general missionary to whites and blacks. 

Ist. [ have studied the nature of the poor uninformed race many 
years, and know, that if no true conversion follows conviction, 
they are more than any others guilty of hypocrisy, and they are 
generally the first who cry out glory, glory. Nowa general mi- 
nister, let him be ever so pious, has no opportunity to speak to 
and reprove many individuals. The blacks, once received to 
the communion are permitted, in most churches, after their first 
admission, like the other communicants, to approach that solemn 
ordinance after a general preparatory meeting. Now, as they 
cannot have the same scientific knowledge of its importance as 
the whites, I think every one ought to be spoken with before 
each communion, and zealously led to the friend of sinners,—a 
dying Saviour. 

2d. Many different persuasions preach differently on import- 
ant points, and oftentimes ministers of the same persuasion are 
not agreed. Among the inquisitive whites this does no harm ; 
but how can the blacks discern? (1 speak of the majority.) 
Thus, one corner of a county will follow Paul, the other Apollos, 
the third Cephas, and perhaps all lose Christ. With very little 
attention it will be found, that what Dr. Griffin said, in your 
beautiful extracts from his sermon to the Missionary Society, may 
be applied in this case with peculiar propriety. “ With very little 
sanctification we may pursue the ordinary round of duties at home. 
A thousand considerations of a private and personal nature may im- 
pel us to build up the church among our own people. Every head 
of a sect may wish to see his own kingdom extended by domes- 
tic missions. Leading men of every denomination may be zea- 
lous to enlarge their own church. But to go beyond all these 
considerations, and labour for an interest which can bring no- 
thing to ourselves; to feel enough for man stript of every extrin- 
sic circumstance, to find him out in distant regions, and to extend 
to him the most exalted of all charities; this requires something 
more.” 

3d. When the blacks are formal Christians only, they are 
worse than heathen slaves, and more apt to revolt than they: 
they think themselves equal to their masters; therefore they 
ought to be under distinct church discipline. ‘The true Chris- 
tians are happy in the station in which christianity found them. 

4th. I have known preachers of some churches whose general 
rule is not to admit the blacks to all Christian privileges, openly 
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denying that the blacks are of Adam’s race ; of course the second 
Adam, Jesus Christ, by such doctrine, cannot help them, and 
such preachers do not naturally encourage their whites to com- 
mune with them. 

These are some of my reasons for desiring to have a mission 
to slaves only, not interfering at all with what other churches 
have done ; except, perhaps, to receive helpers out of their flock. 
When the United Brethren, nearly a hundred years ago, (ac- 
cording to Oltendorf’s history of their missions to the West In- 
dies) made a beginning on a Danish island, they had nothing, 
and hired themselves out, and werked as slaves, in order to 
find opportunities to proclaim to the slaves salvation. The 
masters opposed them bitterly; and, poor men, they suffered 
persecution under the idea, that when the slaves were chris- 
tianized they would be free! But firmness and dependence on 
their Lord caused them to stand it out.—Now see the conse- 
quence ; thousands of them are imperfect Christians here, as the 
best of us are ; and thousands are perfected above. And those 
here are faithful slaves, acknowledged by governors to be their 
best security against revolt: each individual is attended to by 
the ministers and helpers ; they enjoy all Christian privileges in 
their own churches, and are excluded from communion or society 
whenever the master has cause to complain, or their general con- 
duct betrays their want of connexion with Jesus. Can you act 
thus with them when they are united with a mixed flock of whites, 
where the minister must suffer the tares to grow with the wheat ” 

My plan would then be to begin upon a small scale ; and the 
first step perhaps ought to be, to send an humble, yet warm and 
stedfast, but polite friend of Jesus and of immortal souls, through 
the thickest slave-holding counties ; let him attend to the proba- 
bility of succeeding, and report to the society which should send 
him ; let it be a missionary society of the state, (which would 
be best) or the Foreign Missionary Society. If it appears that 
success can as reasonably be expected as when the first mis- 
sionaries went to Otaheite, let a separate society be formed by 
ministers of different persuasions, and others who show vital 
religion, and are not tenacious of forms, and yet revere all 
means of grace, and administer them as commanded by the 
Lord. Let them name the new church, perhaps Mission Church, 
and no doubt six or seven different ministers, of as many 
different persuasions, from Maine to Georgia, and among 
whose churches very little difference exists as to form of wor- 
ship, will agree as brothers. Let the missionaries sent 
by them be charged to follow the established scriptural rules of 
admission and dismission, and be distinctly charged not to con- 
cern with any worldly polity, and hold their office only for the 
blacks, with privilege of course, to admit white visiters to their 
meeting, but only in the gallery. The rules and manner of gov- 
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-rnment of such a congregation, the utility of which has been 
proved these 80 years, can easily be obtained from books and 
residing missionaries. 

I regret to see sectional differences mentioned, although it 
is no doubt true, that **a northern missionary to ‘dlav es might 
alarm the best people at the south, and it w ould be very strange 
if, in the exercise of unguarded zeal, he did not do a serious mis- 
chief.” But with respect to the conversion of the slaves, the 
Christians in north and south are one body and one soul; a hint 
only, of sectional distinction published, might check the spark of 
Jatent zeal, and prevent assistance in the glorious cause of Jesus, 
for which not every state as yet.can, or will, furnish sufficient sub- 
jects. I know that if a Christian minister, such’as I have de- 
scribed as necessary for such a work, viz. “ polished, having 
Chr istian experience and zeal, with unbigotted fervour and humili- 
ty,”’ arrived in the Carolinas from Canada or Otaheite, Vermont or 
New-York, every gentleman there would receive him with their 
renowned hospitality and condescension. And if he meddled not 
between master and servant, in any, even extra points, as things 
belonging to this world only, he would receive much support 
and respect from professors of religion, as well as from other ho- 
nourable citizens in all slave holding states ; so that the persecu- 
tion which he must be prepared to expect ‘and endure on some 
plantations or sections, will be sweetened and healed in the next. 

I will not take up more room of your excellent Herald now, 
and will conclude by praying all masters of slaves to read the 
last extract from Dr. Griffin’s sermon to the Foreign Mission- 
ary Society. 

‘“* But when we contemplate those heathen as immortal, the sub- 
ject swells into a magnitude beyond the ranges of imagination. 
Every one of them will be an angel or a devil millions of ages 
after the funeral of this world. Each of them will experience 
happiness more than all heaven have yet enjoyed, or misery more 
than all hell have yet endured. To think of the perdition of one 
pagan soul, is enough to awaken the deepest sympathy of the 
whole human race. But to contemplate the ruin of the hundreds 
of millions now on earth, whose numbers are to be renewed once 
in twenty or thirty years, what heart can fail to dissolve in grief 
and vehemently to cry out for help to God and man? ‘The fash- 
ion of this world is passing away, the sign of the Son of man will 
appear in heaven, and you and all the heathen nations will be be- 
fore his bar. Then, l ask you, whether it will not appear of more 
importance to have converted a sing!e pagan, than to have amass- 
ed the treasures of the Indies? 1 behold one of those heathen 
brought along in chains to receive his doom, and looking down to 
an eternal lake of fire. ‘Ah me!’ says he, ‘and am I born to 
this”? He casts an eye of anguish on those who once compos- 
ed the American church, and raises his piercing lamentations : 
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‘ How could you see me perish? Why did you not sell your es- 
tates to give the gospel tome? Ah! you never felt the pains of 
damnation.” Indeed, my brethren, when we contemplate that 
scene, we know not where to stop. When we have given a few 
hundred dollars, we look over the immense pagan waste, and then 
again to the judgment, and ask, Why should I not give as many 


more ?”? 


‘* We have slept too long over this immensely important sub- 
ject. The millions who are gone cannot be redeemed: those 
who are now on their way cannot be stopped: the many who must 
die before we can reach the fields of the missions, must die as they 
are, because we delayed so long. But by the bowels of Christ 
let no more time be lost.’* 

Perhaps some apology is necessary for transcribing this long 
extract; but the subject is of vast importance, and the above 
appeal, with a special application to our slaves, cannot be too 
often reiterated. A Stave Hotper. 

N. Carolina, Sept. 1820. 


REVIEW. 
A Sketch of My Friend’s Family, intended to suggest some practi- 
cal hints on Religion and Domestic Manners. By Mrs. Mar- 


SHALL, author of Henwick Tales. 5th edition. pp- 95. 24 mo. 
New-York: D. H. Wickham, 59 Fulton-street. 


It is some comfort to believe, that the scene pourtrayed in this 
little volume is no fiction. We do not mean that it relates any 
actual facts, the exact history of any one family ; but rather, that 
it pourtrays a scenery which may be found in many families in 
an enlightened Christian community, and particularly in that 
communityt where the book was originally published. The fa- 
mily whose character and daily occupations are here brought be- 
fore us, is one which by a course of industry, is in the enjoyment 
of such affluence that every rational want may be supplied. Now 
the principal excellence of the work seems to us to be, that it pre- 
sents such a family occupied in an enlightened and Christian 
manner. In the enjoyment of a profusion of blessings, denied to 
a great part of mankind, we do not see the parents, by their sheer 
neglect and inditlerence, precisely.as illiterate and unimprovedas if 
they had been doomed to hard labouring poverty ; unskilled in the 
management, and careless in the employment of time; and yielding 
to their children, as the highest advantages, nothing better than 
the means ‘of acquiring a factitious, empty-headed gentility. 
But we see them (Oh, that we might see the pattern followed 
throughout the community,) with cultivated and well informed 
minds, under the controlling, directing, and cheering influence of 
piety, employed daily and hourly in a rational and religious edu- 
cation of their children. The mother, instead of killing time by 


* See C. Herald, p. 233. + England, 
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wandering from shop to shop, from amusement to amusement, 
yields herself, without weariness or dissatisfaction, nay, with ab- 
solute pleasure, to enlarging their minds, correcting their man- 
ners, and improving their moral feelings. Instead of directing all 
the powers of her soul to her dress, to the decoration of her esta- 
blishment, and to the accomplishments of her children ; instead of 
weakening their minds and poisoning their moral feelings with 
gewgaws, and ribbons, and feathers, she is to them an example 
of plainness, yet “ adorning herself with modest apparel,” and 
‘as becometh a woman professing godliness with good works.” 
She is their guide, their teacher, their friend. Neither is she so 
buried in domestic avocations that she feels obliged to sendalmost 
her very nurslings to school, because she can find no time, and, 
of course, has no patience, to attend tothem at home. Having an 
enlightened and wellregulated mind, and being, ina reasonable and 
scripture sense, a keeper at home, she has skill and industry to 
manage her domestic affairs, to be a prudent and economical 
housewife, without having her every thought engrossed by petty 
concerns. She would rather dispense with cakes, and sweet- 
meats, and parties, and preparations, than to neglect her own 
mind and the minds of her children. She buries not the talent 
which God hath given her for governing and blessing the little 
empire which He has committed to her charge. That her do- 
minion is small, diminishes not her sense of responsibility, or her 
interest in its welfare. She loves it as her own soul; she feels 
her obligations to her Lord and King, and anticipates the solemn 
account which she must render. 

The father, though immersed in commercial business, is nei- 
ther distracted nor engrossed with the business which he faith- 
fully and successfully pursues; but can disburthen his mind of 
all its cares, and sweeten the domestic circle with his smiles, and 
instruct it by his wisdom. He returns to his much loved home 
to alleviate the mother’s labours ; and in doing so he relaxes 
from his own, while*he seconds and sanctions her lessons and 
authority. 

In making this sketch we may not have taken every line from 
the copy before us ;—we have only drawn the picture which it 
presented to our own imagination, or rather revived in our recol- 
lection, and which we could wish to behold in every family that 
we enter. We could wish to behold the mother, the enlightened, 
discreet, and pious guide and instructor of her children, and eve- 
ry family growing up, not like weeds, a curse and a deformity to 
the soil they occupy, but cultivated plants, beautiful to the eye 
and laden with fruit. 

As many of our readers may have the work before them, and 
as we wish that all may possess it, we forbear making copious 
extracts. The following may suffice to justify our main observa- 
tion, that it presents a family occupied in an enlightened and 
Christian manner. 
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“In Mrs. Clifford’s family arrangements, I was struck with the beauti- 
ful erder and consistency of the whole. Nothing was done without a plan. 
K-very relaxation and employment had its alloted season ; consequently, 
confusion seldom or never ensued; nor did the enjoyment ef the one ever 
interfere with the performance of the other. In her expenses she was libe- 
ral, yet prudent ;—she never curtailed the comforts of her family, or spar- 
ingly provided for their wants, in order to expend the sum thus unworthily 
redeemed, in the indulgence of unnecessary profusion, or the affectation 
of an unbecoming style. Her table was always plain, yet plentiful ; fru- 
gal, yet well-ordered and genteely arranged. ‘Thus, fully occupied in dis- 
charging the important duties of a wife, a mother, and a mistress, her visits 
were few, and her friends select. Home was the centre of her joys, and 
the principal scene of her exertions. Her relaxation was to inquire into 
the state of the poor,—her amusement to aim at amending their characters 
and meliorating their condition. 

‘‘ In the education of her children, she was assisted by the co-operating 
hand, and strengthened by the concurring authority of their father. If, at 
any time, the mother was displeased, the father never failed to heighten the 
effect of that displeasure by Ais much-dreaded frown: and when he re- 
proved them, she never mitigated the punishment by an expression of pity 
better withheld, or a caress but ill-bestowed. A simple incident which 
occurred under my immediate notice, strongly indicated this union of au- 
thority, this harmony of conduct. 

“On entering the room one day, in Mrs. Clifford’s absence, the fond 
father bent to caress an engaging little girl, who stood pensively apart from 
the happy group. As he attempted to kiss her, she covered her face with 
her hands, and burst into tears.. ‘ What is the matter, Jane, why do you 
not like that I should kiss you ?? ¢ O papa,’ sobbed the heart-broken little 
girl, ‘I have been very naughty, and mamma is angry with me, so I am 
sure you would not kiss me if you knew that.’ I saw that the heart of 
Clifford was touched; he could have clasped the ingenuous little penitent 
in his arms, but he prudently forbore, and turned from her, saying, ‘I 
am glad you have told me of it, Jane, for you could have received no plea- 
sure from a mark of affection which you were conscious of not deserving.’ 
This, thought I, would furnish an admirable lesson to some of my married 
friends. 

“Inthe evening, I ventured to inquire into the nature of Jane’s offence, to 
which Mrs. Clifford replied —‘ She brought me a tale of her little brother’s 
faults, (a practice of which I never allow) and that too, with a degree of 
exaggeration and an air of triumph which convinced me she exulted in his 
fall.’ ‘ Surely that is not all, cried I, ‘for I remember that the same 
little girl, a few days since, broke an expensive decanter, on which she 
was only mildly repreved ; and reminded that the same sum which must 
be expended to replace it, would have purchased a blanket for the poor 
family whose habitation she had lately visited.’ ‘ It is my aim,’ resumed 
the mother, ‘in punishing my children, to be guided by the nature of their 
faults; instead of measuring the penalty by the inconvenience which their 
misconduct occasions me. “In the present instance, Jane’s first fault was 
caused by carelessness, and the other by nothing less than a lurking prin- 
ciple of malice in the heart.” ‘1 acknowledge that you are right, my dear 
madam,’ I replied, ‘ but there is something so different in your plan to any 
thing I have yet witnessed, that you must forgive the remark.’”—pp. 9—11. 
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*¢ You will sometimes think of us when you do not see us, Mr. Bent- 
ley,’ said Mrs. Clifford. ‘ Yes, I shall think of you when my sister Mary 
and I are seated each by the side of our quiet fire. I shall remember you 
when I enter the comfortless abodes of discord. And when I partake of 
the gaudy feasts of ostentatious hospitality, secretly trembling for the cost ; 
—then 1 shall remember you. But oh! when shall I again beheld a fami- 
lyso disinterested, so united, so happy!’ ‘If we are happier than many 
of our neighbours,’ interposed Mr. Clifford, ‘it is because we seek our 
pleasures at home. Our visits and our visiters, as you must have observed, 
are very few—and they are so for two reasons ; first, because our income 
would not prudently admit of much company; and secondly, Mrs. Clifford 
objects to the practice on our children’s account, whose minds and bodies, 
she affirms, would both suffer without the hourly guard of maternal vigi- 
lance. Yet under these circumstances, my dear Bentley, you must allow, 
that had we not previously cultivated a taste for intellectual pleasures, our 
hours of leisure would have languished in unmeaning dulness, and our con- 
versation must have degenerated into uninteresting insipidity.’”—p. 92. 

“*¢ But above all, my dear friend,’ he continued, laying his hand on the 
Bible, which had not yet been returned to its place, since the offering up 
the evening sacrifice, ‘ above all, it is because this book is the law-giver 


in our family, that we have peace, whilst others are torn by divisions, and 
disordered by strife.”—p. 93. 


In order that the model presented here may be successfully 
imitated, there is required a withdrawment of the mind from the 
frivolities of the world. A worthier pursuit must be adopted than 
that of being distinguished by fashion, entertainments, and wealth : 
the mind must feel the responsibilities of the parental relation, 
and a habit of reading and reflection must be cultivated as the 
only way to wisdom and knowledge ; and rational and pious con- 
versation must be sought as the chief enjoyment of the social cir- 
cle. Thus will their daily occupations and pleasures conspire 
to prepare parents to be skilful in training up their children, and 
to find their best enjoyments amid their most important duties. 
The domestic circle will be their delight, while they see their 
children delighted with progress in knowledge, and in a joy- 
ful reception of the grace of God. Year after year will increase 
their happiness, while in succession they dismiss them from their 
protection and their roof, to enter upon the duties of life, and to 
be a blessing to mankind, the joy of their parents, and the fa- 
voured servants of their God. Even their grey hairs will descend 
with comfort to the grave ; while, instead of lisping infancy, they 
see gathering around them intelligence, and piety, and affection, 
which their own hands have reared. 

We have one fault to find with our author, of some importance. 
{t is intimated, we think undesignedly, (see pp. 7 and 30.) that 
refinement and cultivation of the mind are incompatible with a 
sober attention to domestic duties ; unless their deleterious influ- 
ence is prevented by the operation of the religion of the heart. 
Now we grant that religion tends to the best use of every gift, 
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and the refined and cultivated mind, influenced by it, becomes 
more useful, more worthy of love and admiration. Yet will we 
insist, that of two persons not under the influence of religion, she 
will be the better housewife, the better mother, the better neigh- 
bour and friend, whose mind has been cultivated by a liberal and 
solid education, who can find resources within her own house, in 
the books which she knows how to prize; and in her own mind, 
which is capable of reflection, of enjoying itself in its own en- 
lightened operations. 

The cultivation of the mind, and of the female mind too, is a 
good and not an evil in itself; and if we would wish the future 
matrons of our city and country, to possess the wisdom, and skill, 
and good sense, as well as piety of Mrs. Clifford, we must faith- 
fully educate our daughters in all the solid’ and liberal improve- 
ments which adorned the youth of Emma Talbut. 


FJutelligence, 


ENGLAND. 
LONDON SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION SOCIETY. 


The annual general meeting of this society was held at the City 
of London Tavern, on Wednesday morning, the 10th of May, 
1820. Josern Burterworrtn, Esq. M. P. in the chair. 

** The meeting was more numerously attended than at any form- 
er time, and the company departed with the appearance of hav- 
ing been highly gratified and delighted. It is hoped that this is 
not the only effect that will be produced by a meeting so import- 
ant and interesting ; but that all persons who were present, will 
return with fresh energy to their engagements in the religious in- 
struction of the young, and that the true spirit of exertion and 
union, strengthened by the bond of Christian love, will in conse- 
quence more eminently prevail among the friends of the rising 
generation.” 





Summary of the Annual Report for the year ending May 1st, 1820. 

In the present number we shall confine our extracts from the 
Report to the general observations of the Committee, and what 
they denominate “ Domestic Proceedings,” and leave their no- 
tices of “ Sunday Schools in foreign parts,” to their appropriate 
places in our future numbers. 

‘*'The cause of Sunday Schools is not like a brilliant meteor, 
which dazzles for a moment; but is comparable to the shining 
light which shineth more and more to the perfect day. The be- 
nefits of education and the results of practical benevolence, are 
not unimportant because they are often imperceptible ; and your 
Committee would found their claim to your affectionate regard 
and strenuous support, not upon intelligence which might dazzle 
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the imagination and excite universal astonishment; but they 
would rather lead you to contemplate the quiet. the unobtrusive, 
the practical, the everlasting benefits resulting from Sunday 
Schools. Thence they would direct you to view the great im- 
portance of the best adapted means to promote their usefulness 
and diffusion, while they affirm that won constitutes the best 
pledge that Sunday Schools will not decline, and the best secur- 
ity that they will abundantly increase the means of religious in- 
struction, and diffuse the light of the knowledge. of the glory of 
God through our own country, and throughout the world.” 
“Your Committee, in adverting to Domestic Proceedings, re- 
gret that the past year has been distinguished by much distress, 
and that infidels have dared openly to attack the Christian reli- 
gion. Amidst these alarms, terrible, indeed, would have been 
the issue, had there been nothing to counteract their attempts. 
Had not Sunday Schools, and other institutions, been established, 
what would have been the state of England at this time? In all 
human probability it would have resembled revolutionary France. 
Your Committee desire to rejoice that there had been so much 
moral and religious instruction diffused throughout the country 
previous to this eventful time—that the atrocious efforts of infi- 
dels could not succeed. Had this country been totally ignorant 
and irreligious, who could have calculated the evil consequen- 
ces? Infidelity is a noxious weed that grows either on the bleak 
mountains of ignorance, or in the stagnant marshes of an irre- 
ligious education. It was at one time reported that a few Sun- 
day Schools had been instituted for inculcating infidel opinions ; 
but your Committee have not been able to ascertain that this re- 
port was well founded. Deists would not be likely to take the 
trouble of instructing others ; a virtuous and good education is a 
plant of too delicate a nature to grow in the frigid zone of infi- 
delity. Were infidels to commence Sunday Schools, they would 
soon be tired of the employment; their principles cannot impart 
that energy and perseverance of character which are so essen- 
tial to success ; these must spring from religious feelings, from 
the constraining influence of the love of Christ. It is when edu- 
cation is consecrated at the cross of Christ, that it becomes an 
object truly worthy of a Christian’s zeal and activity. It is be- 
cause Sunday Schools are thus hallowed, that your Committee 
recommend them as one of the best antidotes to infidelity. They 
are at once the friends of true religion, and of social order: the 
lesson they inculcate is—‘* Fear God and honor the king.’ The 
proclamation they make is—‘ Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men.’ ” : 
During the past year the Committee have given efficiency to 
the “ establishment of a depot,” which promises many advantages 
to the society. They have also examined a great number of 
reward books, “two-thirds of which they rejected as unsuitable for 
Vou. vir. 3 U 
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Sunday School children. They, however, beg to recommend to 
the friends of Sunday Schools a catalogue which, though at pre- 
sent it contains but a limited number of books, they believe to be 
the most select and most suitable of any ever yet presented to pub- 
lic attention. Your Committee have also published a select list 
of books, suitable for a Sunday School Circulating Library.”? The 
“* Committee earnestly request their friends to favour them with 
manuscripts, or copies of works suitable for publication by the 
society. It will be their constant endeavour to improve the 
character, and lower the prices of books for Sunday Schools. 

“ Two Tracts to Parents have been published by your Com- 
mittee: the one inviting them to send their children to a Sunday 
School, and the other giving them suitable hints while their chil- 
dren continue under their teachers care. In about three months, 
upwards of 15,000 copies of these tracts have been sold. 

‘“* The following questions have been discussed at the Quarter- 
ly Meetings : 

‘* Has the present mode of rewarding Sunday School Children a 
beneficial or injurious tendency ?— 

‘“* What is required in the situation of Superintendent to a Sunday 
School, and what are the relative duties of Superintendents and 
Teachers towards each other ?— 

“* What influence have Sunday School engagements on the per- 
sonal piety of Teachers ?— 

“* dre Public Addresses to children in Sunday Schools desirable, 
and what are the best means of making them useful ?”— 

“The Four London Auxiliaries continue their operations with 
unwavering zeal and increased utility. 

“ The following is a sketch of the numbers reported by the 
London Auxiliaries : 

** South, including Newington and Croyden branches, and vil- 
lage schools, 86 schools, 1,032 teachers, 12,186 scholars. East, 
including Hackney, Poplar, and West Essex branches, 84 schools, 
1,199 teachers, 12,331 scholars, 328 adults. West, including 
West Middlesex Branch, 81 schools, 1,240 teachers, 11,959 
scholars. North, 55 schools, 1,023 teachers, 11,791 scholars, 20 
adults. Total, 306 schools, 4,494 teachers, 48,615 scholars. 
Increase reported in London since last year, 183 teachers, 2,665 
scholars. 

‘‘ Notwithstanding this increase, there are many thousands of 
children, in London and its vicinity, still destitute of moral and 
religious instruction. Your Committee have endeavoured to 
ascertain the numbers untaught, but they have no data to esti- 
mate them with sufficient accuracy. The great difficulty which 
retards the general extension of Sunday Schools, is the want of 
suitable buildings for school rooms, and the enormous expence of 
rent. Your Committee feel no doubt that if suitable school 
rooms could be obtained gratuitously, Sunday Schools might he 
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established to take in all the uneducated children in London and 
its vicinity.” 

‘“* The following is a summary of the numbers reported for the 
present year: 

‘4 London Auxiliaries, 306 schools, 4,494 teachers, 48,615 
scholars. 51 Country Unions and Societies, 2,262 schools, 
27,843 teachers, 223,927 scholars, 2,303 adults. Sabbath School 
Union for Scotland, 567 schools, 39,183 scholars. Sunday School 
Society for freland, 1,091 schools, 113,525 scholars. Total 4,226 
schools, 32,337 teachers, 427,553 scholars. Increase of scholars 
reported since last year, 71,795. ‘The various unions and socie- 
tics report 489 new schools opened during the past year.” 

‘“* When your Committee direct your attention to the extensive 
sphere of this society’s operations, when they point out thousands 
of teachers, who are labouring sabbath after sabbath for the im- 
mortal good of the young and ignorant, when they direct you to 
so many thousand children, already under instruction, and per- 
haps a greater number still, destitute of a religious education ;— 
they cannot imagine any case that addresses stronger claims to 
Christian benevolence. When your attention is directed to the 
various British colonies and possessions where Sunday Schools 
are forming, and to those parts of the world not immediately con- 
nected with England, where these beneficent establishments are 
commencing, the whole scene exhibits a prospect animating to 
Christian hope, and persuasive to Christian philanthropy. Per- 
haps no society has accomplished more good than this in proper- 
tion to the smallness of its funds—while its pecuniary resources 
have been so scanty; its labours, and those of its united teach- 
ers have been arduous and extensive ; while labourers are thus 
willing to exert their gratuitous efforts, the work requires in- 
creased pecuniary support, and languishes for want of it. The 
appeal is directed to the heart and conscience of every one who 
possesses the means. While great exertions are making to sup- 
port other excellent societies, and Sunday School teachers are fre- 
quently their most active agents ; surely the general cause of Sun- 
day Schools presents a claim worthy of equal, if not of para- 
mount consideration. 

“Even the malicious designs and active efforts of Satan and his 
emissaries, present a powerful argument for the strenuous and 
increased exertions of Christian teachers. ‘To all of us the ex- 
hortation is addressed: ‘ be sober, be vigilant, because your ad- 
versary the Devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom 
he may devour.’ May we not hope, that, though his great 
wrath is now displayed, it is ‘ because he knoweth that he hath but 
a short time.’ ‘The God of peace shall bruise Satan under your 
feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you, 
Amen.’ ” 
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GENERAL STATEMENT OF SCHOOLS IN ENGLAND AND WALES. 


As the general statement of the schools in England, which we gave at page 
70, does not include the whole number, we add the following, which 
includes the principality of Wales. 


* By returns made up to the Ist of May last, it appears that 
there are in England and Wales 37,382 schools of all descrip- 
tions, in which are educated 1,571,372 children of both sexes, or 
about 42 toa school. It is specified that 18,276 of these schools 
are iniliatory, and that 14,192 are English, or commercial schools, 
of which 8,375 are for females. It also appears, that the church 
catechism is taught in 22,581 schools; that the systems of Bell and 
Lancaster have been more or less adopted in 1,411; that Phillip’s 
interrogative system of questions without answers has been intro- 
2g ed into 3,682; and Pestalozzi’s system of oral analysis into 

7; that the French language is taught in 7,520 ; and, the dead 
languages in 3,327. The number of persons employed in edu- 
cation, as masters, governesses, assistants, and private tutors, is 
estimated at 56,300.” 


ASIATIC ISLANDS.—CEYLON. 





From Messrs. Winslow and Spaulding, to the Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the A. Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.* 


In our last volume pp. 728 and 753, we noticed the arrival of the mission- 
aries at Calcutta in October last, and laid before our readers an account 
of their successful labours in reclaiming the seamen on board the Indus. 
By the following letter we are made acquainted with their arrival in 
the island of Ceylon, the scene of their future labours. 


Columbo, Feb. 2d, 1820. 
Rev. ano Dear Sir, 

By a joint letter from us and brother Scudder, by the Indus, 
Capt. Wiils, you will have learned the merciful dealings of God 
towards us until our departure from Calcutta. We took pas- 
sage for Ceylon, Noy. 10th, in a good ship, the Dick of sien 
and had only to regret the detention of brother Woodward by the 
sickness of his wife. We left him, however, with the assurance, 
that though in a land of strangers, he was surrounded by sympa- 
thizing friends, and under the care of a kind Providence. 

Our passage was long, but pleasant. By the kindness of our 
Captain, we were permitted, not only to preach on the Sabbath, 
but to hold meetings every evening with the seamen. They ge- 
nerally gave good attention ; some appeared seriously impressed ; 
and we left the ship with the hope, that two at least were under 
deep convictions. 


* All communications addressed te the Board, by the ‘Seestonasics, are first pub- 
lished in the Missionary Herald. 
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We made the island of Ceylon 19 days after embarking, and 
12 after leaving the river; but it was three days more before we 
could gain the harbor of Trincomale, being carried beyond it at 
night by a strong current, which exposed us to some danger from 
the rocks on the coast. At Trincomale we were very kindly re- 
ceived by the Wesleyan brethren, Messrs. Carver and Stead, who 
did every thing in their power to assist us. 

We hoped to find some method of direct conveyance from this 
port to Jaffna ; but, as the monsoon made it impossible to go by 
water, there was none except through an almost trackless jungle 
of 130 miles, in the course of which were several rivers to be 
forded. The journey we concluded to attempt; but on endea- 
vouring to obtain palankeens and coolies, we found they could not 
be had for so many travellers. We might have waited until the 
first band could return, but were told, that in a few days the wea- 
ther would be such as to render travelling impracticable, as the 

rainy season was commencing, and the rivers would soon swell 
so as to be impassable. ‘To stay at Trincomale was impractica- 
ble ; as not a house could be hired ; and that of the Wesleyan 
brethren, as they were building, was not in a situation to receive 
us. Our passage was paid to “Columbo, and the prospect was, 
that we could find a more ready conveyance there than from any 
other port on the island. Brother Scudder, however, as his la- 
bours seemed to be peculiarly needed at Jaffna, on account of 
the ill health of our brethren there, concluded to attempt the jour- 
ney by land. With some difficulty the means of conveyance were 
found; and we left Trincomale after a stay of three days, while 
our dear brother and sister were preparing to go through the wil- 
derness. 

On our way to Columbo we touched at Galle, a very pleasant 
port on the southern extremity of the island, and were detained 
several days. During this time we were most hospitably enter- 
tained in the family of Mr. McKenny, a Wesleyan missionary ; 
and our hearts were cheered by a sight of the good work, which 
he and his colleagues are there carrying on. The schools, which 
form the glory of the Wesleyan missions here, are at this station 
very flourishing, and afford an interesting spectacle. 

We finally reached Columbo Dec. 20th, rejoicing to see this 
eapital of the country, which is to be our future home. The 
Rev. Mr. Chater, who is well known as the very kind and most 
hospitable friend of our brethren, immediately invited us to his 
house, till we could make arrangements for proceeding to Jaffna. 

We feared being obliged by the north-east monsoon to remain 
at Columbo some weeks ; but had the happiness of finding, that 
we might with some difficulty, proceed soon by an inland navi- 
gation through lakes and canals. We were encouraged to at- 
tempt this by that very valuable friend of our mission, J. N. 
Mooyart, Esq. of Jaffna, who was providentially at Columbo, and 
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calculating to return by this route in 10 or 12 days. He has, 
however, been detained from day to day, and we have waited for 
him until the present time. We are now to start to-morrow. 
The delay we have regretted, though our situation has been ren- 
dered as pleasant as it could be by the kindness of those around 
us, especially of Mr. and Mrs. Chater, to whom we are deeply in- 
debted, and of the Wesleyan brethren at this station. ‘The other 
friends of our mission who reside at this place, have treated us 
with attention and kindness. 

We have had the pleasure of meeting most of the missionaries 
on the island: the Wesleyin, holding their annual conference 
here, and the Church missionaries being met on the business of 
their mission. There were yesterday at our table 15 mission- 
aries—such a thing as probably never was at Columbo before. 
The Church missionaries are regularly with us in the same family. 
They are most valuable men. 

[ Messrs. W. and S. waited on Sir Robert Brownrigg, the gov- 
ernor, soon after their arrival at Columbo, and were kindly re- 
ceived by him. He was just leaving the government, and had 
left the island before the date of this letter, amidst the deep regrets 
of the friends of religion, to whom he had become greatly en- 
deared by his wise and paternal administration. His successor 
is Maj. Gen. Sir Edward Barnes. 

Messrs. W. and S. bear witness to the excellent character 
which our missionaries at Jaffna sustain in the island, particular- 
ly for their laborious services, and their conscientious economy ; 
the support allowed to the Wesleyan missionaries and their 
schools being much larger than that allowed to our establish- 
ments. ] 

Since coming here we have received several communications 
from the brethren at Jaffna. They are still afflicted with sick- 
ness. Brother Richards is better than it was expected he ever 
would be, but far from having any prospect of final recovery. 
Brothers Poor and Meigs are both nearly laid aside by sickness, 
though they were both better at the date of our last accounts. 
Brother and sister Scudder arrived in safety to their assistance, 
afier a long and dangerous journey. He seems to have entered 
with spirit into the work. You will have learned before this, that 
the brethren have already seen some fruit of their labour—in the 
apparent conversion of several from among the natives. 

We have to-day heard of the safe arrival of brother and sister 
Woodward at Trincomale. The Lord has afflicted them since 
we parted by removing from them their little son. They will 
roceed by land to Jafina. From brother and sister Scudder we 
heard three days ago, that she had become the mother of a fine 
little girl; and to-day we have the sad intelligence of its death. 
We long to see and sympathize with the afflicted parents. For 
the many mercies we daily receive, we desire to feel ourselves 
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under new obligations to devote ourselves to Christ among the 

poor heathen, whose wretchedness we now behold, and of which 

the half had not been told us. 

With the highest sentiments of affection and respect, we are, 
Rey. and Dear Sir, your servants in the gospel. 

M. Winstow. 
L. SpauLpine. 
POLYNESIA.—GEORGIAN ISLANDS. 

The London Missionary Chronicle for August furnishes us with several 
most interesting communications from the missionaries in Otaheite, Hu- 
aheine, and Raitea,—including an account of the opening of the great 
chapel in Otaheite, the anniversary of the Auxiliary Missionary Society, 
and the Baptism of the King ; with the proceedings of the auxiliary 
societies at the other islands. 

Windward Division of the Tahitian Mission. 

(Annual Circular.) 

Tahiti,* May, 18, 1819. 

Dear ——— 
In reviewing the affairs of this mission for the past year, we 

have, on the whole, great cause of gratitude and praise to God 
our Saviour. The brethren at Eimeo, and at the three stations 
at Tahiti, have proceeded perseveringly in their labours, and 
the work of God, we trust, has been carried on gradually and suc- 
cessfully in the hearts of many. We had looked forward to the 
yearly meeting in May, when we should all assemble together ; 
and had resolved, after that meeting, at all events, to baptize such 
as were proper subjects among the natives, and to form them into 
churches. ‘That meeting having taken place, and we being about 
to return to our respective stations, we now lay before you the 
particulars of our yearly meeting. We have had a missionary 
week indeed, and a pleasing and animating time it has been to 
us all. 

The king, Pomare, has lately erected a large and very long 
building at Papaoa, in the district of Pare, and devoted it to the 
meetings of the Missionary Society, which was formed among the 
Tahitians last year. This building we denominated The Royal 
Mission Chapel, the dimensions of which are as follows :—it is 
712 feet long by 54 wide.t ‘The ridge-pole, or middle, is sup- 
ported by 36 massy pillars, of the bread-fruit tree. The outside 
posts, all around the house, are 280. It has 133 windows with 
sliding shutters, and 29 doors ; the ends are of a semicircle form. 
There are 3 square pulpits, about 260 feet apart from each other, 


* The natives pronounce this name Taheete. 

t The prodigious length of this place certainly renders it inconvenient ; but it is 
presumed Pomare, having acknowledged the only living and true God, was deter- 
mined that the building erected for his honour, should far exceed any edifice formerly 
devoted to the idols of the country 
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and the extreme ones about 100 feet from the ends of the house. 
It is filled with forms, except an area before each pulpit, and laid 
with dry grass. ‘The rafters are covered with a fine kind of fringe 
matting, which is bound on with cords of various colours, in a 
very neat manner; and the ends of the matting are left hanging 
down, like the naval and military flags in St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
The whole building is surrounded with a very strong fence of 
wood, and the space between it and the house is filled with gravel. 

Pomare has lately expressed an earnest desire for baptism, en- 
gaging to devote himself to the Lord, and to put away every sin, 
and every appearance of evil. He has had conferences with some 
of the brethren on the subject; and has also written to us, ex- 
pressing a deep sense of his sinfulness and unworthiness, a firm 
dependence upon the blood of Christ for pardon, and an earnest 
desire to give himself to the Lord in baptism. As it appeared to 
be the voice of the nation, and particularly of the most pious 
chiefs, and as his conduct has been so constant in teaching and 
promoting religion, we resolved to baptize him. The baptisin 
was fixed for Lord’s day, the 16th instant. 

On Monday, the 10th inst. the brethren assembled at Papaoa. 
The people were encamped on each side of it, along the sea- 
beach, to the extent of four miles. They soon assembled toge- 
ther, to pay their respects to the king, and made a grand appear- 
ance, being decently arrayed in white native clothing. The 
brethren met the king and the chiefs in the usual place of wor- 
ship, according to the appointment of Pomare, who had judicious- 
ly arranged all the services and business of the work. Brother 
Darling “began with singing, reading the scriptures, and prayer. 
The king then proceeded to business. He first wrote his own 
name, and his gift to the Missionary Society ; (viz. eight hogs,) 
and having written the name of his principal governor, treasurer, 
and secretary, he desired each of us to write our names, with our 
donations. In the same manner he proceeded with all the gov- 
ernors, writing their names and contributions. Pomare called on 
brother Crook to conclude the meeting with a short exhortation, 
singing, and prayer. 

Opening the Chapel. 

Tuesday was the day appointed for opening the Royal Mission 
Chapel.—About 1i o’clock we met the king at the east end of the 
house. He was dressed in a white shirt, with a neat variegated 
mat round his loins, and a tiputa over all, coloured and ornament- 
ed with red and yellow. ‘The queen and principal women were 
dressed in native clothing, with an English frill around the neck. 
The assembled thousands were clean, ‘and dressed in their best. 
We took our stations according to appointment ; brother P/att in 
the west pulpit, brother Darling in the middle, end brother Crook 
in the east. ‘The king sat in the east end of the house. Brother 


Bourne from the middle pulpit, commenced the service by giving 
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gut a hymn, from our Tahitian collection, with a very shrill 
penetrating voice, which was heard from one end of the house to 
the other. The whole congregation stood up and sung. Each 
preacher then read Luke xiv. and prayed. ‘The sermons, (one 
from each pulpit) were commenced about the same time, and be- 
ing ended, all the congregation sung again, and the whole was 
concluded with prayer. ‘“ The scene was striking beyond concep- 
tion ; no confusion ensued from three speakers preaching all at 
once in the same house, they being at such a great distance from 
each other. We suppose the number of hearers to have been be- 
tween five and six thousand. Every thing exceeded our most san- 
guine expectations.” Notwithstanding “many apprehensions were 
entertained from bringing so many parties together, who formerly 
had ever been at variance,” “every thing was very peaceable and 
orderly, and not the least disturbance occurred.—‘ Surely,’ said 
some, ‘ there will be no war; for all the people have left their 
arms at home, and have brought the old and decrepid, the chil- 
dren, the lame and the blind !’ a thing that was never done in any 
of their great meetings before.” 
Aniiversary Meeting of the Missionary Society in Tahiti. 

About half past 10 0 clock, on Wednesday, “ the king arriv- 

ed; and the meeting was as numerous and respectable as that of 


yesterday.” Brothers Henry, Wilson, and Bicknell, preached 
in the morning, and brothers Darling, Bourne; and Crook, in the 
afternoon, 


Promulgation of the Laws. 

“ About noon we all assembled in the Royal Mission Chapel. 
The king requested brother Crook to open the business of the 
day. He ascended the pulpit, and Pomare followed. After sing- 
ing, reading the scriptures, and prayer, the king stood up, and 
looked upon the thousands of his subjects, on his right hand and 
on his left.” The king having inquired of Tati, Utami, and 
others of his principal chiefs, what was their desire, they each ree 
plied, that ‘ they desired to have the laws.’ “ Pomare then proceed- 
ed to read and comment upon the laws respecting murder, theft, 
trespass, stolen property, lost property, sabbath-breaking, rebel- 
lion, marriage, adultery, the judges, court houses, &c. in eighteen 
articles.” He then “ asked the chiefs if they approved of them. 
They replied aloud, ‘ We agree to them, we heartily agree to 
them.’ The king then addressed the people, and desired them, if 
they approved of the laws, to signify the same by lifting up their 
right hands. This was unanimously done, with a remarkable 
rushing noise, owing to the thousands of arms being lifted at 
once.” 

“This interesting scene,” say the missionaries, “may be better 
conceived than described: to see a king giving laws to his peo- 
ple with a regard to the authority of the word of God, and a peo- 
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ple receiving the same with such universal satisfaction, was a suh- 
ject very affecting to us all.” 
Meeting for Missionary business. 

** On Friday the missionaries met the king, as president, and all 
the governors, officers, and members, im the Royal Mission 
Chapel.” 

We regret that our present limits oblige us to omit the animat- 
ing account given of this singularly interesting meeting; but we 
shall endeavonr to give it a place hereafter. Pomare desired the 
missionaries “to publish his wish, that it may be known by all 
Europe, America, &c. that he means to consider Palmerstone Is- 
land as a place fur Tahitian convicts, and that no vessel shall take 
any of them away on any account.” 

Baptism of the King. 

“ On sabbath day, the 16th inst. the congregations were again 
assembled in the Chapel Royal.” Three of the brethren “ preach- 
ed from the same subject.—The commission of our Lord to his 
diseiples, to preach to, and baptize all nations, Matt. xxviii. 18— 
20. Sermons being ended, we all closed around the king, he be- 
ing seated on the occasion, m the centre, near the middle pulpit.” 
After singing and prayer were concluded, “the king stood up, 
and brother Bicknell taking the water from the bason, held by 
brother Henry, poured it on his head, baptizing him in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Pomare was observed to 
lift his eyes to heaven, and move his lips with an indistinet sound. 
The sight was very moving, especially to our elder brethren, who 
had been. watching over him so many years. Brother Bicknell 
addressed the king with firmness, yet not without a degree of 
tremour, entreating him to walk worthy his high profession, in 
the conspicuous situation he holds before the eyes of men, angels, 
and God himself.” After the concluding exercises ‘“ Pomare 
shook hands aflectionately with all the missionaries, they being 
stationed, by his own desire, at his right and left hand.” 

“The king has undertaken to write out a fair copy of all 
the laws, for the press, and to send a circular letter to all the 
governors, on the subject of education, pressing upon parents 
the importance of having their children instructed.” 

“On Monday, the 17th inst. all the brethren, and three of 
the sisters, celebrated our Saviour’s dying love, with much af- 
fection and Christian union.” 

The circular letter from which we have drawn the above 
summary, is signed by the following brethren, viz.— 

Heway Bickwers, Georer Puartt, 

Rosert Bovuryeg, Wituiam Henry, 

Wa. P. Crook, Samvet Fessrer, 

Daviw Daauiye, Craries Witson, 
(To be continued.) 
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Prices at which Bistes and Testaments are sold by the American 
Bible Society to its Auxihary Societies, and to other societies con- 
tribuling by donations to its funds. 


*.” For specimens of the types see pages 89 to 94, of American Bible Society Re- 
port for 1820, 


ENGLISH BIBLES. 
Octavo, Long Primer, calf, gilt, superfine medium paper, 
Do. do. do. fine royal paper, 
Do. do. do. fine medium paper, . i 
Do. de. sheep, lettered, raised bands, fine royal paper, 1 
Do. do. do. do. fine medium paper, 1 
Do. do. do. fine medium paper, . . . 1 
Duodecimo, Brevier, sheep, lettered, raised bands, supe. med. paper, 1 
Do. do. do. superfine medium paper, 
Do. do. do. fine medium paper, 
Do. Mimon, do. _ raised bands, fine med. paper, 
Do. do. do. fine medium paper, 
Do. do. sheep, plain, common medium paper, . 
ENGLISH TESTAMENTS. 
Octavo, Long Primer, sheep, filletted, fine medium paper, 
Duodecimo, Bourgeois, do. lettered, do. 
Do. do. do. plain, do. a 
Do. do. do. plain, common medium paper, 


FRENCH BIBLES. 
Duodecimo, Nonpareil, sheep, lettered, raised bands, fine med. pap. 
Do. do. do. fine medium paper, 
GAELIC BIBLES. 
Duodecimo, calf, plain a oe eS ee 
WELSH BIBLES. 
Octavo, calf,plam, . . . «© © « «© « . 
Duodecimo, calf, plain, . 


© 


GERMAN BIBLES. 
Octavo,calf; plain, 206.0. ON ee 
Duodecimo, calf, plain, . . . 


SPANISH TESTAMENTS. 


Duodecimo, sheep, lettered, . . . ae stle CF Oe 


INDIAN SCRIPTURES. 
Gospel of John, in Mohawk, Pos i ae 
Epistles of John, in Delaware, . .....2.2.2.2.+.0 8 


Members of the American Bible Society, and of its several Auxiliary 
Societies, are permitted to purchase Bibles and Testaments at the same 
prices as Auxiliary Societies. 

Societies not Auxiliary pay 5 per cent. advance on the above prices. 

The American Bible Society are sometimes obliged to vary the prices 
of Bibles, &c. on account of variations in the prices of paper, &c. 

The American Bible Society are now in a situation to furnish all their 
Auxiliaries, and other Bible Societies, with any quantities of well printed 
and well bound Bibles and Testaments, in the above varieties, at the short- 
est notice. 
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THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS 

Held their eleventh annual meeting in Hartford, (Con.) on Wed- 
nesday, the 20th of last month. Members were present from 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New-York, and New-Jersey. The 
Rev. Dr. Nott, President of Union College, delivered a sermon 
before a numerous and respectable assembly, from Mark xiv. 15. 
“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 


The collection taken up to aid the funds of the Board, amount- 
ed to three hundred and five dollars. 


CHOCTAW MISSION. 

Departure of a Missionary Assistant for the Choctaw Nation. 

On Thursday, the 21st of September, Capt. J. Smith, Messrs. 
Calvin Cushman, and Elijah Bardwell, of Stockbridge, (Mass.) 
their families, and Mr. Hooper, from Saco, (Maine,) left Goshen, 
in Massachusetts, to join the missionaries at Elliott. At Wilkes- 
barre, (Penn.) it is expected that Miss Thatcher will join the same 
company. ‘These persons go out to act as assistants in the mis- 
sionary work.—Some will be employed as agriculturists, and 
others as teachers. They have devoted themselves to this ser- 
vice for life-—They expect no other earthly compensation than a 
comfortable maintenance. ‘The gentlemen above named, as we 
understand, have devoted their property to the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. The amount exceeds 
four thousand dollars. But the property is of such a kind that 
money cannot be obtained for it immediately. ‘The expense of 
the journey must necessarily be great ; the whole extent of it will 
not be much less than 1400 miles. The whole company will 
consist of 24 persons. It is hoped that the Christian public, in 
the places through which this company may pass, will not forget 
to show them kindness, in providing for their present wants, and 
in making donations to aid them in that part of their journey, 
which lies through a country where they will find but few, if any, 
of the true friends of Zion. 

Any kindness shown them, we need not say, will be gratefully 
received, while at the same time it will save expense to the Chris- 
tian community. ‘These persons have given up all, that they 
may go far hence to the Gentiles, where they design to spend the 
residue of their days, till they go down to the grave, expecting 
neither salaries or wages for their services. 

They reached our village on Saturday, just before the sun went 
down, and remained here over the sabbath. While here, they 
received several donations in money, and received all the hospi- 
tality which their situation required. On Monday morning they 
left this place to pursue their journey. They probably will pass 
through Newburg, in the state of New-York, and thence take the 
most direct route to Wilkesbarre, (Pa.) From Wilkesbarre the 
will go to Pittsburg, and thence by land to Elliott. [Berkshire Star. 
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CHEROKEE MISSION. 


In the Panoplist for August, is published the journal of the 
missionaries at Elliott, down to the last of March. The esta- 
blishment has been severely afflicted with sickness during the 
winter, on account of the necessary exposure of the children, and 
the want of warm clothing to guard them against the cold, and 
sudden changes. ‘The school, in other res spects, is flourishing, 
and daily gaining ground on the affection and confidence of the 
natives. Mr. Kingsbury was absent most of February and March, 
to commence a new establishment in the Ooklibheha, near the 
Tombigbee. After encountering many severe difficulties, he has 
succeeded, with his usual despatch and enterprise, in erecting a 
building for the school, and making other arrangements for its 
speedy commencement. 

Recent accounts from the Missionaries at Brainerd give reason 
to believe, that the work of the Lord is advancing among the 
Cherokees. The school at Talony consisted of 35 chil fren, in 
May; that near Fort Armstrong of about 20, early in June; and 
at Creek Path, a very promising school was formed, and a num- 
ber of adults had become quite serious. Mr. Butrick hoped 
there were some real converts, among whom were the father and 
sister of Catharine Brown. Catharine herself had undertaken to 


teach a school of female children, which immediately contained 
twenty. 


NASSAU HALL BIBLE SOCIETY, 


Extraets from a Report which was read before the Bible Society of 
Nassau Hall, and which was adopted by the same at their annu- 
al meeting, August Sth, 1820. 

It is now the eighth anniversary of this society. Its return 
has reminded your Board of the duty, which devolves upon them, 
of rendering to you the following account of their proceedings. 

The distribution of Bibles and Testaments, since the last an- 
nual meeting, has been as follows, viz: 62 Bibles and 164 Tes- 
taments to the Princeton Sabbath School Society; 20 Bibles 
to the Rev. Mr. Smith, then on a mission in Virginia ; 24 Bibles 
to the Trenton Sabbath School Society; 12 Bibles to Mr. 
F. ee. for distribution in Burlington Co. (N. J. ;) 50 Bi- 
bles to the U. S. ship Columbus, Commodore Bainbridge ; 50 Bi- 
bles to the Navy- -yard at Philadelphia; 6 Bibles and 12 Testa- 
ments to Mr. O. Douglass, for distribution in Pennsylvania; 12 Bi- 
bles and 20 Testaments, to the Rev. Mr. Lowe, for distribution in 
and about Mt. Bethel, (Pa.) 30 Bibles tothe Rev. Mr. Stafford 4 
distribution among the mariners ia the Port of New-York ; 
Bibles and 25 Testaments, to the Sabbath School Society “4 
Long Pond, Bergen Co. (N. J.) 

11 Bibles were distributed by different members to worthy per- 
sons in and about Princeton. 
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5 Bibles were sold by the secretary, at cost, and one by Mr. 
McFarland: making the whole number 250 Bibles and 265 
Testaments. 

During the past year, 255 Bibles and 250 Testaments havé 
been purchased from the American Bible Society, and a donation 
of 50 dollars has been presented to the same society. 

Since the formation of the Nassau Hall Bible Society, (a peri- 
od of not quite eight years) the re have been distributed by it 2193 
Bibles and 394 Testaments. 450 dollars also have been presen- 
ted to sister societies. 

In January last, the American Bible Society voted to this so- 
ciety a donation of 100 Bibles and 100 Testaments. This dona- 
tion was very thankfully received, and readily disposed of. The 
Natignal Society has been particularly kind to the Nassau Hall 
Bible Society: and we must here acknowledge the very polite 
attention of Mr. Nitchie, the agent of that society, in sending us 
regularly the periodical publications of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, and .those of our parent institution, and likewise 
in forwarding our orders to places with which we have no direct 
communication. 

In addition to these facts, we shall not long detain you by the 
indulgence of our own reflections. You perceive what your cha- 
rity has already accomplished, and the success with which, du- 
ing the last year, our exertions have been crowned: inconsider- 
able as they have been, in the distribution of that charity, a cha- 
rity, which, as it is itself the gift of God, is, like all his other 
gifts, incalculable in its extent, its consequences, and its value. 
When, therefore, we say, that you already perceive what your 
charity has done, we mean, of course, only that you perceive its 
immediate effect—only the direction in which it commences ; all 
beyond that is unknown to us. To trace the utmost extent, and 
to estimate the entire result of that charity, which commences in 
the gift—we do not say of several thousand Bibles, but of a sin- 
gle Bible, belongs only to Him, whose word it contains and whose 
salvation it reveals. 

lthas been said, with great propriety, concerning the Bible, it 
is “a book which it is now too late to eulogize.”” So may we say 
respecting the work of distributing that book ; it is a work which 
it is now too late to eulogize. Too late, because it no longer 
needs this kind of encouragement; too late, because the heaven- 
born zeal that urges it onward, is at this moment thrilling in mil- 
lions of bosoms. Because in the amplitude of its range, it has 
shed a brightness around it, before which the mightiest of its ene- 
mies have bowed with grateful and submissive joy, or fled with 
silence and confusion. No, itis a work we do not attempt to eu- 
logize ; especially here, where the satisfaction that is felt in con- 
tributing to its progress, and in meeting as we do this day, to re- 
view what has been done, and to look forward to what remains * 
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f 
to be done, is more than sufficient to encourage and comp.. Ate 
our utmost exertions. 

Let, therefore, the return of this anniversary remind us of our 
duty ; and in sending this book of God to those who are ready to 
perish: let us never think we have done enough, so long as there 
is in this world of sin, one immortal being without the knowledge 
of Jesus and his salvation. [ Remembrancer. 


LONG ISLAND, (N. Y.) 

On Thursday, the 14th ult. the annual meeting of the Female 
Bible and Religious Tract Society of King’s county, was held in 
the church at Flatbush. A Sermon was delivered on the occa- 
sion by the Rev. Samuel Van Vranken, from Habakkuk ii. 14. 
‘The Managers of the society have the last year distributed 6124 
tracts. They have, since the first establishment of the society, 
being five years, distributed 30 Bibles, 21 Testaments, and 27,501 
religious tracts. [ Communicated. 


Long Island Bible Society. 


On Wednesday, the 20th ult. the annual mecting of the Long 
Island Bible Society, was held at Jamaica. The meeting drew 
together a considerable collection of ladies and gentlemen, prin- 
cipally from Jamaica and the neighbouring towns ; and the au- 
dience was addressed by the Rev. T. Lyell, who appeared in be- 
half of the Rev. Dr. Milnor,; by the Rev. 8. S. Woodhull; by 
John Nitchie, Esq. ; and by the Rev. D.S. Bogart. 

On Wednesday, the 27th ult. the frame of the Episcopal 
Church, building at Flushing, was safely raised upon its founda. 
tion, without accident. The Rev. Mr. Thorne, in asking a 
blessing on their labours and exertions through the day, made a 
very appropriate and impressive prayer, and presented the thanks 
of the vesiry and congregation to their brethren of other denomi- 
nations, for their kind co-operation and assistance. [ Communicated. 


DIED, 


Ju New-Orloans, on the 31st of August, at the age of 24, the 


Rev. Syrvester Larnep, pastor of the Presbyterian Church in 
that place. —Obituary in our next. 


FAPTIST MISSION AT BURMATTe¢ 

We understand that Intelligence has been received from the missionaries at Ran- 
goon. dated in March last. They had returned from the Burman court, having beer 
decidedly repulsed, and forbidden to publish the gospel. In consequence, Mr. Col- 
man had left R. in the hope of renewing the establishment at Chitagong, and among 
the Mag Christians. Mr. Judson was to remain at Rangoon as long as possible, and 
when all hope of further sufferance should be taken away, to repair to Mr. Colman. 

Let our prayers still ascend in behaii of these devoted men, and of those heathen 
for whom they so steadily labour; hopiag that still a great and effectual door may be 
opened, which neither hewthen priest, nor heathen king, shall be able to shar. 
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